
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!  

It’s a GREAT day to be a Lion!! 

I pray all of you had a fantastic holiday! From what I heard 

there were amazing projects that brought joy to many 

families in your communities! It was also wonderful to see the 

camaraderie shared at holiday parties!  

With this new year come opportunities to further the 

mission of Lions Clubs International! I invite each of you to 

look closely at your communities to see what you could do to 

continue our mission.  

As a District, we have some great things coming 

up! Our District Convention. . . . My Kind of Town 

Chicago” is the theme! Your District Committees 

have been working very hard to put together a fun 

and fantastic convention! At this year’s conven-

tion you will see that we have tried to make it not 

as formal and more inviting to all Lions! Plan on 

coming and make sure you get your registration forms in as 

soon as possible. It will once again be at the Westin in Itasca 

on March 17-19 . . . looking forward to seeing you all there!  

Our International Convention is also quickly approaching! 

Please take note of the information that has been sent to each 

club, as well as information in this newsletter. Many volun-

teers are needed and many bodies will be needed to march in 

the International Parade! If you have never had the opportuni-

ty to attend an International Convention, this is your year!!  

In closing, I want to thank each and every one of you for your 

commitment and your passion to serve! Where there's a need 

 . . . there's a Lion!!  

Keep climbing those mountains and “Be the change You want 

to see in the world!”  

 

God Bless…  

Lion Maria Andrews, District Governor  
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Think Scrip 

 

The 1-J Journal is posted 

monthly on the District 1-J web site  

www.district lions.org 

See world-wide Lion activities at: 

www.lionsclubs.org 

What do you have planned for 

St. Patrick's Day? It should include visit-

ing the hospitality rooms at the District 1-J 

Convention. The first night will feature fun, 

food, games and entertainment at the Wes-

tin Hotel. At 7 pm, fun will begin.  

Oh yes, there are two more days for the Lions of 1-J to learn, 

and enjoy each other's company. Invest the time to make your 

club better, and have fun. The District Cabinet Members are 

planning workshops to improve your club, seeking talent from 

all over the State of Illinois. 

An exciting Saturday evening gathering is also planned with a 

Chicago menu. The theme for the event is "Chicago, My Kind of 

Town," recognizing the century celebration of Lions Clubs 

International. 

Jerome Perez is working on the Convention Booklet handed out 

to all those attending the event. The deadline is soon, and it is 
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LIF Give-Back Fundraiser 

November 1, 2016 to January 31, 2017 

In 2016, thanks to all our clubs, family, and 

friends $2,729 was raised! 

That was a 30% increase over 2015! 

Let's give it another huge raise 

for Lions of IL Foundation’s great cause -- 

low vision services to youth.  

 

There are some coupons to copy in this issue, 

but full pages of coupons to copy  

are on the LIF site: 

http://www.lionsofillinoisfoundation.org/ 

2017 Ski For Sight 

We are again this year seeking any financial help your Club could give and es-

pecially would like Guides to help with the event. Like other activities, we are in 

need of funds to continue this great Lions project. The cost to sponsor a skier 

this year is $200.00. Also included is a skier/guide form and schedule of 

events.  

Please duplicate the guide form (under Info/Docs on the 1-J website) and send 

it to Lion Jerome Perez, our Registration Chairman, PO Box 304, Sycamore, IL 

60178.  

All Lions Club skier sponsorships can go to Lion Kevin Brint, our Treasurer, 

1177 Arneita St., Sycamore, IL 60178. 

A Guide does not have to have any or great skiing skills. A lot of our partici-

pants move at a very slow pace and you can usually just walk along with them 

and guide them. We do have some participants that will need better skiers, so 

experienced skiers are needed also. 

We are again looking forward to a wonderful fun filled event. We have the Snow 

Gods working on the weather so that we have snow to ski on. If you have any 

questions, please contact me at 815-970-1792 Cell. 

 

Lion Dave Stryker, PDG 

Chairman, 2017 Ski For Sight 

10211 Lee Road, Waterman, IL 60556 

 

Congratulations to Bloomingdale Lions! 

Bloomingdale Lions Club’s entry by Ashley Z. won both the District 1-J and 

State of Illinois (MD-1) Peace Poster Contests and is on its way to the Lions 

Clubs International Contest now!  

Ashley’s poster is on the cover of the District 1-J Peace Poster Calendar. The 

Calendars have been printed and were distributed by Elburn Lion Joe Kryszak 

and myself.  

Please remember to send all checks for payment of the calendars to Lion Jim 

Graves, 1-J Treasurer. Calendars are $5 each. If you haven't ordered any, but 

would like to receive a calendar, please let me know how many and where to 

deliver them.  

Wishing you all a Very Happy 2017. 

Lion Yllena Sinclare 

1-J PPP 

630-246-0242 / sinclare1.y@hotmail.com 

 

“A Celebration of 

Peace” 

by Ashley Zhang, 

12 years old, 

Westfield Middle 

School, 

Bloomingdale, IL 
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Happy New Year!   

Now Turn A New Leaf! 

Let me begin by wishing every Lion in District 1-J a very 

Happy New Year! I hope that all of you had a very Merry 

Christmas as well. The holidays should be a time to reflect on 

the past as well as have hope for the future. That almost 

sounds like a description of our Lions Lapel Pin with the two 

lions: one looking to past accomplishments and the other 

looking to the future.  

Now here we are ending the first week in January. The Bears 

are done. No need to stick a fork in them; they are done. The 

Bulls are sputtering. The Blackhawks are doing okay, just not 

consistently. Chicago sports glory rests on the Cubs. (Sorry, 

Sox fans.) 

I also hope that your club can look at the last six months of 

2016 with a great deal of pride in what you were able to do for 

those in need both within and outside your community. 

Having reached the middle of our Lion Year (July 1st through 

June 30th) I hope that you have either already made plans or 

are making plans for what you will be doing over the remain-

ing six months of this Lion Year. 

Those future plans could include something that your club has 

not done in the past. Don’t be afraid to try something new. 

Should you decide to try something new, perform adequate 

research. Check our District Newsletter (current and past 

issues) to see if another club is already doing something pretty 

close to what you want to do. Contact them and ask questions. 

See if there are potential pitfalls to avoid. Most clubs are 

willing to share their ideas. 

Whatever your plans, be sure to keep an eye out for potential 

new members for your club. Hopefully, you are proud to be a 

Lion. Proud of what you have done through service projects. 

Proud of what you have done in making contributions to other 

organizations that are truly serving others. Why not share that 

pride with others: those new members. Let others have that 

“feel good” feeling that you enjoy.  

We have just about six months left in the current Lion Year. 

Make the best of them! Show your pride!  

 

Lion Paul Gergolla, PDG 

District 1-J GMT Coordinator 

Phone: 630-858-8073 

Email: lionpg1@aol.com 

Someone Special in 1-J 
 

2016 Distinguished Service Award 

Aurora Noon Lion Rodrigo “Bobby” Menendez 

 
Golden Lion Award 

Wheaton Lion Rick Erickson 

 
Member Anniversaries 

Villa Park Lion Sid Bergh – 34 Years  

Exec. Director of Lions of IL Foundation,  

Roselle Lion Mario Gumino — 33 Years 

Bartlett Lion TL Arends – 29 Years 

Bartlett Lion Steve Litchfield – 24 Years 

 

From Your 1-J GMT Coordinator 

December figures are in from International. For the current 

Lion Year, we have added 95 new members, but have lost 154. 

Checking with the clubs, most of our losses were housecleaning 

(dropping non-paying members). Now we need to focus on 

bringing in new members to have more hands for what we do. 

On the good news front, Waubonsee Community College has 

sent in its Charter Application, so we will soon be chartering a 

new Lions Club in the District. I will keep you informed of its 

progress. 

Plans are taking shape for a Zone Chair Information and Train-

ing Program. We will be giving information on the duties and 

requirements of the job as well as other information which will 

help a Lion understand the position and aid in deciding if the 

position of Zone Chair is one that might be of interest to them. 

It is of the greatest importance that we continue to have 

dedicated Zone Chairs to aid our clubs, and the best way to do 

that is to have a pool of trained individuals who can participate 

in this role.  

In order to do this, we need Lions in each zone to participate in 

this program. At least two Lions, from each Zone participating, 

would assure that we have qualified and trained Lions to step up 

as Zone Chairs.  

One of the best-kept secrets in Lions is that Zone Chair is the 

best job in Lions and one of the most fulfilling jobs a Lion can 

have.  

Please let me or your Zone Chair know if you are interested in 

joining this Information and Training program. 

Lion John Barsanti 

District 1-J GMT Coordinator 
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Annual Shop With A Cop Program  

Aids Disadvantaged Children 

Contributed by Crystal Lake Club Secretary Lion John Landon, PDG 

The Shop With A Cop Program was started by the Crystal Lake 

Lions Club 21 years ago. It has transformed from a single club/

single community event to a county-wide event now managed by 

the McHenry County Police Charities.  

Disadvantaged youth are selected and each child goes with a 

policeman/policewoman to shop at the local WalMart for Christ-

mas gifts for their families, and also a coat and boots for them-

selves.  

Following the shopping, both policemen/policewomen and their 

assigned children are taken to a local restaurant, D'Andrea's 

Banquets, where gifts are wrapped, Santa presides, and a break-

fast of eggs, sausage, French toast, potatoes, juice, milk, etc. is 

served.  

Lions from several clubs in McHenry County, notably Crystal 

Lake, Fox River Grove, and Sun City Huntley, help with the 

shopping and serve and clean up the breakfast.  Great project! 

Lisle Lions Help Out 

At Humanitarian Service Project 

An organization, Humanitarian Service Project, located in Carol 

Stream IL, has helped disadvantaged families at holiday time 

since 1979. This year, three Lisle Lions volunteered time at 

HSP's facility for "Boxing Day" on December 10th where 

wrapped gifts were sorted into bags for each family HSP helps.  

Three more Lisle Lions took part in the "Gift Distribution Day" 

on December 17th. On pick-up day, each family received 5 cases 

of non-perishables, 1 case of perishables, along with the bag(s) 

of gifts designated for the family. Lisle Lions said they felt like 

they were "Santa's elves" while helping out with these projects. 

If your club is looking for another service project, do get in touch 

with Bridget at HSP. She indicated that HSP is preparing for 

summer projects in April & May, and will need volunteers then.  

We Lisle Lions agree that the fun time takes place in the month 

of December. However, Bridget does start setting up those 

volunteers for the Christmas projects in mid-October — so be 

p r e p a r e d !  L o o k  o n  H S P ’ s  w e b s i t e  a t :  

www.humanitarianservice.org/for complete information about 

the organization and to subscribe to its newsletters. A very 

worthwhile organization! 

Save the Following Dates — 

 January 15 — District 1-J Bowling Tournament (Get your 

registration to Lion Kim Geske by December 17th) 

 March 17-19 — District 1-J Convention 

 April 29 - Someone Special, Drury Lane Theatre, Oakbrook 

Terrace 

 May 19-21 — Illinois State Lions Convention 

 June 30-July 4 — Lions Clubs International Convention 

                at Chicago IL 

 

Naperville Noon Lions Celebrate  

at Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind 
Contributed by NNLC Pres. Lion Steve Hertzberg 

Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind will celebrate its 100th 

anniversary this year and will have the distinction of being the 

oldest and largest not-for-profit organization in the country to  

serve the blind, visually-impaired disabled and Veterans 

communities.  

Last year, over 67,000 individuals were served, including 160 

infants and toddlers in the Birth-to-Three program, who re-

ceived early intervention services. 

Naperville Noon Lions Club President attended an Awards 

Breakfast last month where the club received a certificate for 

having donated for the past 12 years (Bronze Level). 

 

Wit & Wisdom  

From the Naperville Noon Lions  HEAD LION-ER:  “Do not take 

life too seriously. You will never get out of it alive.” 

                   —- Elbert Hubbard 

"Kind words can be short and easy to speak . . . but their echoes 

are truly endless.”  —  Mother Theresa 

 “Who looks outside, dreams. Who looks inside, awakens.”  

              -- Carl Jung 

an opportunity to advertise your club events, and tell everybody 

about your group. Make reservations soon with the Westin 

Chicago Northwest. See the registration form online at the web 

site, or contact Registration Chair Lion Jim Graves, or  

Convention Chair PDG Ed Carter at 630-330-1341.  

PDG Lion Ed Carter 

District 1-J Convention Chair 

District Convention Info  (cont. from p. 1) 

Finished with 

“Boxing Day” at 

HSP. (Two Lisle 

Lions in Santa 

hats on the left — 

Lion Sandy forgot 

hers!) 
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District 1-J - Focus on Service & How We Fund It 

Central Region -- by Region Reporter Glendale Heights Barangay Lion Jess Galvez —  

 Clubs in the Central Region, please send your Reports and other information to Lion Jess Galvez at:     

 jess.galvez@comcast.net — We want to hear from you! 

Eastern Region -- by Region Reporter Glendale Heights Barangay Lion Jess Galvez 

The North Aurora Lions held its Annual Breakfast with Santa on December  3rd. Due to the new location, the turnout was low and 

the club raised only $400. The club collected 200 pairs of used eyeglasses. We lost one member due to non-payment of dues and non 

attendance of club functions. 

Thanks to all the volunteers for the South Elgin Lions Club for having a successful Meat Spin last year. Also, thanks to Lions Laura 

Ledonne and Lion Rich Dobbertin, who did a great job with the food baskets this past holiday season. 

The Bloomingdale Lions have lined up drop-off points for their collection of recycling items – used eyeglasses, Christmas lights and 

printer cartridges may be dropped off at Hollywood Cleaners, as well as Rosen Optical, Bloomingdale Library, the Village Hall , Salerno 

Funeral Home or the township office. In addition to eyeglasses, the following items are accepted for recycling – hearing aids, toner 

cartridges, metal keys, aluminum pull tabs, cell phones, phone chargers and cables. Westfield Middle School student, Ashley Zhang is 

the winner of Lions 1-J and Illinois Peace Poster Contest ”A Celebration of Peace”. See article on p. 2 and photo on back page) 

The Elmhurst Lions Club had a successful Candy Day fundraising both with candy underwriting and time spent on the streets. The 

club raised $3,500 for Lions of Illinois Foundation. The club donated $4,000 to the Elmhurst Hospital Diabetes Center, $500 to Unit-

ed Community Concerns, $140 to Humanitarian Service Project. 

The Glendale Heights Barangay Lions held their Christmas caroling fundraising. Two local businesses in Franklin Park and 

neighboring Bloomingdale invited the carolers to bring holiday cheers to its patrons December 21 and 23. On December 28, the 

carolers brought their Yuletide Carols and good cheer to a packed audience in wheel chairs at the Heritage Health Nursing Home in 

Elgin. Twenty volunteer Lions and friends made up the choir. The club raised more than $700 this season. 

The Glen Ellyn Lions held their annual Holiday Party to celebrate the peace and joy of the holiday season and to share holiday cheers 

to the less fortunate. Members were asked to bring non-perishable food items for donation to the the Glen Ellyn Food Pantry and gift 

items from a “Wish List” from the DuPage Convalescent Center to be delivered to the residents of the center. 

Roselle Lions Club’s famous Santa, aka PDG Lion Bob Jilke, had a busy holiday season – he played Santa at Lunch with Santa on 

12/3 for 3 hours, American Legion Christmas Party on 12/16 for 2 hours, Nursing Home Party on 12/22 for 4 hours. The club provided 

holiday gifts to disadvantaged children, gifts were wrapped and delivered to local children. The club donated $100 to Socktober, $200 

to Thanksgiving for disabled vets, $3000 to LIF Candy Day donation, $250 for Donka, Inc. $200 RALCF Gift to Yanks that Gave, and 

$112,79 to Spectrios Institute for low vision. 

The Villa Park Lions had a good time at the annual Christmas Party at Allegra Banquets. Members brought so many gifts for the chil-

dren of the community. Twenty books were donated and this will be recorded for our Lions Literacy Program. For the club’s Centennial 

Community Legacy Project, the club picked out a “Buddy Bench” to be donated to North School. The school will assemble and install 

the bench. The cost will be around $715.  

Lombard Lions collected 150 pairs of used eyeglasses for recycling by LIF. Four hearing aids were also recycled. The club held its 

annual Christmas Party for 34 members of the Lombard Senior Club for lunch and gifts. Three Lions volunteered time at three 

different area food pantries.  

In case you didn’t know, Wheaton Lions are meeting elsewhere these days as the Masonic Building (on Wesley Street in Wheaton) is 

under repair due to a flood. The Club Secretary has been doing double-duty for the last few months finding a lunch place for meetings. 

Club Briefs . . .  

The 5K Run planned by the Elgin Lions Club for the spring at Raceway Woods is finally a “go!” Dundee Township Lions have 

agreed to co-sponsor the run with them. About 10 Elgin Lions will be needed to help organize and run the race. Sponsorships will 

be needed to be obtained. 

Roselle Lion Patrick Devitt started the “Exploding Turkey Trot 5K” as a way to raise money to help fund the Fourth of July fireworks. 

This year, more than 550 runners took part in the 5K Run on Thanksgiving morning. Seven Roselle Lions helped Lion Patrick in 

organizing and running the event. Good job, Lion Patrick and your Lion helpers! 
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Fox River Region - by Lisle Lion Sandy Williams —Would you like to be a FRR Reporter??  

 (Contact Lion Sandy at skw140@aol.com) 

District 1-J - Focus on Service & How We Fund It 

Crystal Lake Lions, among other Fox River Region Lions, took part in the annual Shop With A Cop program last month. Planning is 

taking place for the club’s 18th annual Steak Fry, the club’s largest fundraiser and one of its most visible events. 

McHenry Lions Club discussed past programs and offered thoughts of things to do next year. 

Dundee Township Lions Club had the help of many Dundee residents when unloading of Christmas trees time came. Over 300 

trees were delivered as the club prepared for its largest fundraiser – one that wouldn’t be completed without the community’s support.  

Besides a $500 donation to the Shop With A Cop Program, three Sun City-Huntley Lions assisted with the event at both Walmart 

and D’Andreas in Crystal Lake. Three SCH Lions volunteered for 2 hours each at the Sparrow’s Nest Resale Shop sorting and hanging 

clothes and organizing donated items. Four Lions sorted eyeglasses for 3 hours each at the LIF Office in Sycamore.  A $500 donation 

was made to the Horizon Veterans’ Home in Hebron to further aid and support their needed beyond the on-going Veterans’ Program. 

A total of 39 SCH Lions and and their guests, including 7 from the Huntley Lions Club, enjoyed a delicious dinner followed by an hour 

of entertainment by the Lamplight Singers. 

Algonquin Lions Club hosted the LIF Hearing Bus last fall at Colonial Café where 21 individuals were screened that day. A total of 

$4,500 was collected for Candy Days and 100% of it was donated to the Foundation. This past season’s Christmas Tree Sales brought 

in an estimated $,3000 to the club treasury. 

Elgin Lions are looking forward to the club’s Poker Fundraisers. Proceeds of the events will go eventually to the Elgin Lions Club 

Foundation. The Lions say “It is an excellent way to obtain funds without having to stand out in the cold or beg for the support we 

need too fulfill our charitable goals. Plus, it’s kinda fun.” The club’s Food Collection Program has netted 2,500 items so far, with at 

least another sizeable collection to be made. 

Thank you to all who helped load up the Dari-

en Lions Club food baskets. A special thanks 

to Cub Scout Troop 36 and to the members of 

the Downers Grove South Football team for 

all of your efforts! Thanks to all who volun-

teered and donated, the Darien Lions could 

not make this happen without you!!! 

Bartlett Lions Club hosted Santa for the children 

in its community. Elf Lion Cheryl Lemvig, Lion 

John Sias with his family, and of course, Santa, 

who is good friends with Lion Frank Schulter. 

Elmhurst Lions Club screened over 30 people 

at the Elmhurst Hospital Diabetes Health Fair 

in mid-November. 

About 50 Wheaton Lions met for lunch at Arrow-

head Golf Course in December. Each member 

brought a raffle item worth at least $25 to raise 

funds for club projects. 

On December 17th, Bartlett Lions packed ove3r 

350 food boxes containing more than 10,000 

lbs. of food. Lions had help from Scouts, friends 

& family of Lions. Boxes were delivered to 10 

area Bartlett Schools and distributed from there. 

Malta Lions hosted their annual Senior 

Christmas dinner. Seventy-five seniors 

were served dinner and then sang 

Christmas carols. Another 25 carry out 

meals were delivered to shut ins.  
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Southeastern Region -- by Lion Sandy Williams 

OR would your like to be a Southeast Region Reporter? 

Southwestern Region -- by Region Reporter Lion Craig Rice 

District 1-J - Focus on Service & How We Fund It 

Aurora Noon Lions Club  donated $500 to the Salvation Army Aurora Corps. The Aurora Corps’ holiday drive goal was $250,000. 

Aurora Evening Lions collected 65 pairs of used eyeglasses to be donated to LIF for recycling. Members collected household items 

to be used in the Ronald McDonald House at Central DuPage Hospital. Two Lions provided transportation to the spouse of a club 

member who can’t drive. A total of 13 Lions and 10 spouses attended the club’s Christmas party. 

Three Lisle Lions each volunteered time at the Humanitarian Service Project on two Saturdays last month. The first Saturday was 

“Boxing Day” where wrapped gifts were sorted into family groups. The 2nd Saturday was “Gift Distribution Day” when families came 

to pick up the assembled gifts, plus 5 boxes of non-perishable goods and 1 box of perishable items. A $200 donation was made to a 

lady, caring for her granddaughter, due to the death of her daughter. Her husband is on disability, but checks from the State of Illinois 

are not dependable and the donations from the charities that staff Bingo nights enabled the lady to purchase food & gifts. A $3,924 

donation was made to sponsor a child at Child’s Voice School to get him/her back into the mainstream of life. 

Recent Naperville Noon Lions Club donations included:   $6,500 to YMCA Safe ‘n Sound Program, $500 to Naperville Christian 

Academy, $2,500 to Easter Seals, $200 to Boy Scout Troop 501, $2,000 to CASA DuPage County, $2,000 to CASA Kane County , 

$2,500 to Child’s Voice, and $5,000 to Feed Our Starving Children. The Board approved the donation of 100% of its Candy Day pro-

ceeds to be donated to LIF; a total of $4,935. Seven Lions and 2 volunteers rang collection bells last month for the Salvation Army. 

Club members collected many gifts which were donated to the Humanitarian Service Project to be used to provide a better holiday for 

many area children. 

A big project for Sandwich Lions is the Mall project, named for Franklin and Peg Mall and their families. Lions and volunteers put 

together grocery baskets and cheer baskets for folks in need. Sandwich Lion PDG Ed Carter says it is a wonderful giving legacy.  

The club also supports three food pantries on a year-round basis. 

Elburn Lions collected toys, prepared turkey dinners and delivered them to local shelters as part of the club’s annual Toy Drive. 

Members served 50 people at the monthly free Spaghetti Dinner. The club donated $1,000 each to the Elburn Food Pantry and the 

Sugar Grove Food Pantry, $500 to Hessed House for the homeless and $400 to Chicago Comets Beep Baseball—baseball for the 

blind. The club served a free holiday meal to about 125 senior citizens and provided free eye screenings at the Elburn Jinglepalooza.  

Malta Lions held a Senior Citizens Dinner at the Methodist Church for all seniors in the Malta area. Over 75 seniors had a meal and 

entertainment. The club held a Christmas Tree Lighting with Santa and over 75 kids & parents attended. Lastly, Lions delivered 18 

Christmas Cheer Boxes of food to shut-ins and the needy just before Christmas. The Malta 4-H Club members helped pack the boxes. 

Last month, a comprehensive eye exam and eyeglasses were provided for a grade school child by the DeKalb Evening Lions Club. 

A sum of $300 was donated to purchase food for the Breakfast With Santa. Over 150 people ate and enjoyed the activities. Nibet taje 

at the door was donated to the DeKalb Park District for sport scholarships. The club’s annual Christmas Party was held in conjunction 

with the Waterman Lions Club. All attendees brought disposable diapers (over 200 were collected) to be donated to the Salvation 

Army Food Pantry to be distributed to those in need.  

LIF at 2017 LCI Convention 

Think about inviting your club to join the Illinois Lions who will be volunteering to support our Lions of Illinois Foundation’s 3,000 

sq. ft. replica of a Perfect Camp Lions! Campers, Staff, Greeters and Volunteers are needed at the Convention Campsite, two Mobile 

Hearing Screening Units and our Mobile Diabetic Retinopathy Unit are needed.  

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION!  

Look for details coming soon from your Foundation. 
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Welcome these new Lions & Lionesses to District 1-J — the greatest!! 

Lion Member Club Sponsor 

Lion James A. Saletta  Sun City-Huntley Lions Lion Jim Graves 

Lion David C. Dickinson Elburn Lions Club Lion Ken Gustafson 

Aurora Noon Lion Rodrigo “Bobby” Menendez (l) receives the 

Aurora Noon Lions Club 2016 Distinguished Service Award 

from Club President Lion Michele Needham. The presenta-

tion highlighted the club’s annual Holiday Lunch at at Luigi’s 

Pizza on December 19th. 

Sun City-Huntley Lion Jim Saletta (c) was inducted into the SCH 

Lions Club by PDG Lion Bob Fowler (l). Lion Jim receives a vest and 

pin from his sponsor, Lion Jim Graves.  

Update on Hearing: Awareness, Preservation, Action for Lions 

District 1-J Lion Holly Hubert, Hinckley Lions Club 

It would be easy to say Lions and Hearing is about: 

  Scheduling the LIF Hearing Bus / Financing Hearing Aids / Arranging for a speaker from Beltone Hearing Care 

    and/or LIF — But that would not be good enough. 

I have contacted Beltone Hearing Care, developed a bibliography, and read books about hearing. Through my readings, my sensitivity 

to hearing loss has grown. I have talked to hard-of-hearing people about my readings and have tried what I have learned. It was 

amazing to watch their acknowledgement and affirmation of what they needed to better interact with others. 

The language and world of hearing loss is larger than I first knew.  

Byproducts of Hearing Loss:  tinnitus, vertigo 

General Areas influencing Hearing Loss:  physical, emotional/social; psychological; intellectual; personal stories; history; services; 

health; safety; age issues (youth and adult) 

 

Suggestions 

Awareness and Preservation:  Lions can offer an overall presentation on hearing, including interacting with hard-of- hearing 

persons. Lions can also arrange speakers from Hearing Aid companies and LIF. Presentation can include how to preserve hearing. 

These presentations can be offered to Lions Clubs and schools. 

Action:   Provide sonic alerts, strobe detectors, and flashing doorbells, financial assistance for hearing aids and/or cochlear 

implants, provide LIF hearing bus to test hearing. 
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Leo Clubs by Lion Sandy Williams  

Lioness Clubs -- by Lion Sandy Williams  

Island Lake Lioness Club made a monetary donation to the Wauconda/Island Lake Food Pantry for the holidays. 

 

Look on LCI’s website:  www.lionsclubs.org for the “Lioness Bridge Program” brochure.  

Rumor has it this will be the last year for the above program to be offered. . . But LCI notes that Lioness Clubs may 

continue as long as they have a sponsoring Lions Club. You do so much for your communities. 

Don’t let your affiliation slip through your fingers. It’s like a baby being born — lots of time & effort, but so worth it. 

— Lion Sandy Williams, 1-J Journal Editor 

The Elburn Leo Club held its annual Breakfast with Santa event last month. 

South Elgin Leos sold pizzas outside the Jewel in late November and raised approximately $180.00. 

 

 

 

Did You Know . . . .The Leo Club Advisor Training and Orientation Program is designed to provide Leo Club Advi-

sors with a clearer understanding of the Leo Club Program and their role as an advisor. The training includes six modules that cover 

important tools and resources to help Leo club advisors serve effectively and confidently.  

Volunteer for the 2017 Centennial Convention in Chicago 

McCormick Place Convention Center will be the hub of activity where the plenary sessions, International Show, Lions Exhibit Hall, 

voting, seminars, and more will take place. March down State Street in the Lions International Parade of Nations. Make plans to tour 

the International Headquarters Office, visit Melvin Jones’ gravesite, and see Chicago’s architectural gems on one of the special Lions 

Convention Tours. Keep up-to-date on the LCICon website and Facebook page! 

If you have not already filled out the FILLABLE VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION FORM on the MD1 State Website, now is the time to 

do it. Simply fill it in on line and e-mail it back to me at “santonlions@comcast.net.’  

I will add your name to the database and the Chairperson of your Assigned Committee will soon be in touch with you. It’s that easy!  

“Do Your Part . . . Play A Part . . . Chicago 2017”  

PCC Steve Anton, Staff Volunteer Chairman  
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’Round 

the District PIX 

A very seasonal photo of the Algonquin 

Lions! It was taken at the club’s Tree Lot 

during December – remember all that 

snow we had back then?? 

Samuel Nou Paw, 6, (left front) 1st grader at 

Schneider Elem. School in North Aurora, uses 

American Sign Language to talk Christmas wish-

es with Santa at Luigi’s Pizza in Aurora on 

December 12th. (l to r) Kristina Neville, teacher 

of the deaf and hearing-impaired at Schneider; 

Jeanne McDonald, teacher of hearing-impaired, 

Alan Elem. School, Aurora; Santa, Dan Bassalone 

of  Lisle; and Lion Michele Needham, Aurora 

Noon Lions Club President. This is the 11th year 

for the annual party. 

At Aurora Noon Lions Club’s meeting in mid-

December, Club Pres. Lion Michelle Needham 

donated $500 to the Salvation Army Aurora Corps. 

(l to r) are Lion Jeff Anderson, Club Pres. Need-

ham, Linnea and Rich Forney, Aurora Corps Cap-

tains. The Lions Club presented the Forneys with 

its donation to help the Aurora Corps reach its 

$250,000 holiday drive goal. 

On December 10th, the Naperville Noon 

L i o n s  C l u b  s u p p o r t e d  t h e 

Salvation Army’s annual Christmas 

Fund Drive by ringing the bell in down-

town Naperville. Pictured is Lion Paul 

Rewerts taking his shift. Seven Lions 

participated in the event. This is the 4th 

year the club has participated on behalf 

of the Salvation Army. 

Waterman Lions volunteer Pam Gaston and 

Lion Leonard Johnson (r) share information at 

the Waterman Lions/Boy Scout Pancake Break-

fast held in December. 

Burlington Lionesses played "Who Am I" at 

their annual Christmas Dinner — that's why 

they all have stickers on their foreheads. “A 

fun night,” The Lionesses said!  Lions Club 

Tail Twisters take note -- Sounds like a fun 

idea for Lions, too! 

Elburn Lions and their families enjoying time 

together at the annual Holiday Potluck Din-

ner. 

Sycamore Lions presented $500 checks to 

both Salem Lutheran Church Pantry and 

the Sycamore United Methodist Church 

Food Pantry. 

Elburn Lions, Leos, and other volunteers 

wrap gifts for the annual Toy Drive. 

The Lamplight Singers entertained at the Sun 

City-Huntley and Huntley Lions Clubs Christmas 

Party. 
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WHAT’S GOIN’ ON — IN 1-J  

Send notices of your Club’s Activities to Lion Sandy Williams at skw140@aol.com 

Jan. 13 LAST DAY to lock in the best 5-day Lions Clubs International Centennial Registration Fee of $130 to guarantee 

your hotel reservation at specially-discounted Lions’ rates. These hotel rates are available only to Lions Convention 

attendees and are sure to sell out quickly. Keep up-to-date on the LCICon website! 

Jan. 14 Poker Night held by Elgin Lions Club. Ask an Elgin Lion for details! 

Jan. 15 DISTRICT 1-J BOWLING TOURNAMENT at Fox Bowl, 1101 Butterfield Road, Wheaton.  

Jan. 21 Elburn Lions Club’s  Lions’ Appreciation Dinner. Hors d’oeuvres will be served around 6 PM and dinner at 7 PM. 

Jan. 27-29 SKI FOR SIGHT WEEKEND — Be a Guide (need not know how to ski, just tell the unsighted skiers which way to 

go) send registration forms to Lion Jerome Perez, P.O. Box 304, Sycamore IL 60178. Skier sponsorships are $200 

each this year and should be mailed to Lion Kevin Brint, 1177 Arneita St., Sycamore IL 60178. All information is on 

the District 1-J website under “Info/Docs.” 

Jan. 28 The Bloomingdale Lions donated $500 to the Lions’ Ski for Sight at Shabbona Lake State Park and are 

volunteering as well. The group will meet at Bentley’s at 7:30 AM and car pool to Shabbona State Park. Contact Lion 

Sam Domico if you want to be part of the group going out that day. 

Feb. 01 Deadline for 2016-2017 LAZANSKY AWARD NOMINATIONS of outstanding Lions from clubs in District 1-J. 

All nominations must be mailed and received today by Lion Mario J. Gumino, PDG, 8708 S. Rood Road, Kingston, 

IL 60145 or emailed to MJG@LIFND.ORG on this date. Forward all questions to PDG Lion Mario at his email or call 

815-501-0057. 

Feb. 03 Bloomingdale Lions Club’s Spaghetti Dinner at the Bloomingdale Golf Club. 

Feb. 04 Island Lake Lions Club’s Ice Fishing Derby. Details later! 

Feb. 04 18th Annual Crystal Lake Lions Club Steak Fry at D’Andreas Banquet, Crystal Lake. $40 per person (must be 

21), dinner from 6-9 PM, DJ from 9 PM to Midnight with dancing and raffles all night. We supply the 16 oz. steak 

and you grill it! All proceeds will be re-invested in its community. Contact Lion Randy Funk at 815-455-83854 or 

RFFUNKYONE@aol.com for tickets or info. 

Feb. 25 Bartlett Lions Club’s Diabetes Bowling, Bowlway Lanes, 810 Villa St., Elgin, IL. Registration 6:00 PM, Dinner at 

7:00 PM. Bowling to follow, Prizes, Raffles, DJ, Fun for all. 

Feb. 25 The Elmhurst Lions’ Pizza Party — details later! 

Mar. 11 40 Year Anniversary for Horizons for the Blind from 6-10 PM at Boulder Ridge Country Club, 350 Boulder Drive, 

Lake in the Hills, IL. $50 per person; RSVP by February 17, 2017 to Lisa Dahlke at 815-444-8800 or 

Lisa.Dahlke@horizons-blind.org with the number of guests. Make checks payable to Horizons for the Blind, Inc. 

Mar. 17-19 DISTRICT 1-J CONVENTION at the Westin Hotel, 400 Park Blvd., (just off 290 at Thorndale Avenue) in Itasca. 

(Same place as last year’s Convention.)  Registration form is on the District 1-J website. 

Apr. 01 Future Poker Night held by Elgin Lions Club. Details later! 

Apr. 02 Bartlett Lions Club’s Spring Pancake Breakfast & Police Open House at the Bartlett Fire Barn, 8 AM to 1:30 PM. 

April 8 Bloomingdale Lions’ Easter Egg Hunt. 

Apr. 15 Bartlett Lions’ Easter Egg Hunt, 1:30 PM at the Bartlett Community Center — 5,500 eggs for the children to find. 

Apr. 21 Senior Fair, sponsored by Bloomingdale Lions Club. 

Apr. 29 Someone Special Program at Drury Lane Theatre, Oakbrook Terrace.  Details later. 

May 05 Bloomingdale Lions Club’s Steak Fry at Bloomingdale Golf Club. 

May 12-13 Bloomingdale Lions Club’s Videlia Onion Sale. Pick-up at Starck Berkshire Hathaway Realty. 

Jun. 01 Bartlett Lions Club’s Golf Outing at Bartlett Hills Golf Club; check in at 10 AM, Shotgun start at 11 AM, $100 per 

person, includes lunch and steak dinner, raffles, betting holes, and a chance to play Pebble Beach. 

Jun. 24 Future Poker Night held by Elgin Lions Club. Details later! 

Jun. 30-Jul. 04 LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION in CHICAGO IL — Check out the LCICon website at 

www.lions2017chicago.org or the Facebook location at www.fb.com/lions2017chicago. 

Jul. 02 Bartlett Lions Club’s 4th of July Parade. Go to bartlettparade@yahoo.com for a Parade Application and email to 

Bartlett Lions at bartlettparade@yahoo.com . 



Stamp 

FIRST CLASS 

Lion Sandy Williams, Editor  

DISTRICT 1-J JOURNAL 

22 W 424 Teakwood Drive 

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137-7345 

Send your photos to pictures@district1jlions.org 

More District 

Pix!! 

During December, Sun City-

Huntley Lions  col lected 

enough supplies to fill 5 cars 

and 3 vans and delivered them 

to Transient Living Services in 

McHenry and several other 

organizations in the area, such as VFW. (l to r) 

SCH Lions Sheldon Clark, Ronda Goldman, Nancy 

Lawrence, Jim Graves, Helen White, Joan Graves, 

Rita Kasmarek and Mary Ann Gower. In the center 

is Diane Ahrens, the Veterans contact. 

(l to r) Bloomingdale Village President Franco 

Coladipietro, Westfield Middle School Art Teacher 

Deyana Matt, Bloomingdale Lions Club Pres. Lion John 

Argyrakis, and Ashley Zhang, age 12, whose entry won 

the District 1-J Peace Poster Contest and the MD-1 

State of Illinois Contest. At a recent Bloomingdale 

Lions Club meeting, Ashley received a certificate, a gift 

card, and a District 1-J Peace Poster Calendar with her 

poster on the cover. Her poster has now been 

forwarded to the Lions Clubs International Contest. 

The winner there receives $5,000 and a trip to Lions 

Day at the UN in New York City in March. Best of luck 

to you, Ashley!! 

D u n d e e  T o w n s h i p  L i o n s 

unloaded over 300 Christmas 

Trees for the club’s largest fund-

raiser, but they couldn’t have done 

it without the help of many 

Dundee residents. 

LIF Give-Back Fundraiser 
Ends on January 31, 2017 

(More info on p. 2) 



From Lion Nancy and Lion Jim, 

your Foundation Trustees, 

“We all hope that you had a great holiday season and Santa got 

you everything you asked for.” 

“Now it is 2017, A NEW YEAR, NEW OPPORTUNITIES, NEW 

CHALLENGES, & NEW VISION.” 

There is a lot to plan for as your clubs meet. Remember our logo 

– one lion looking forward to new opportunities and one looking 

back to great accomplishments. Look for new ways to serve, new 

ways to raise money for your projects, and new ways to 

promote what we do. 

We are the largest service organization in the world. This was 

vividly pointed out during the Rose Parade as TV looked at the 

brilliant Lions’ float showing all we do for humanity. Look for 

new members to help you serve your community. Lions have 

never been stronger or in a better place to do good. It is an easy 

sell. All we do is make our communities better. 

You will soon be receiving the Sight and Sound Sweepstakes 

books to sell. See Lion Ron Wigton’s article in this newsletter. It 

is an easy fundraiser and is the second biggest initiative of your 

Foundation. 

Finally, we stress again that both Trustees, Lion Nancy Rex and 

Lion Jim Addington, are willing to be a speaker at one of your 

meetings. Newer members are not familiar with all your 

Foundation does. So think about us as a program.  

We wish each of you a very prosperous and happy 2017.  

Lions of Illinois Foundation Trustees, 

PDG Lion Nancy Rex and  

PDG Lion Jim Addington  

From your LIF Trustees . . 

A ‘No’ Cost Fund Raiser 

For Your Club 

Sight and Sound Sweepstakes (SWEEPS) tickets should have 

been shipped to your Lions / Lioness Club before you read this 

article. If for some reason, your club has not received its Sweep-

stakes tickets by the middle of January, please contact Trish or 

Diane at our Lions of Illinois Foundation, (800) 955-5466.  

The SWEEPS project is our Lions of Illinois Foundation’s second 

largest fundraiser and a ‘no’ cost fundraiser for your club’s eye 

and hearing-related projects. The drawing for the 2017 SWEEPS 

will be held during the annual Lions of Illinois Foundation 

Breakfast during the State Convention in May. 

If your club has not appointed a Sweeps Coordinator who can 

keep the project in motion through the end of the project in early 

May, now is the time to do it.  

A ‘2017 How to Manual’, explaining most phases of this project, 

will be sent along with your initial batch of SWEEPS tickets. Ad-

ditional SWEEPS tickets are available by contacting our Founda-

tion.  

If your club does not wish to sell tickets, have the club purchase 

the tickets, or have a special fundraising project and designate 

these funds for Sweepstakes. Your club could also be a Sweep-

stakes winner. Sweepstakes will sell if they can be seen.  

When selling Sweepstakes tickets, you must remember that we 

are assisting others, and not ourselves, or our Foundation.  

For additional Sweepstakes information, contact your District 

1-J Sweepstakes Coordinator, or either of your District 1-J 

Trustees. Contact information for these Lions is available in your 

1-J District Directory. 

 

Lion Ron Wigton 

 

Think Scrip!! 



 

January 2017                                                                                  - 14 -                                                                                    1-J Journal 

The Chili’s Voucher and Free Salsa & Chips Coupon may be recreated by copying in the format which they are displayed.  

Please give them to co-workers, friends, groups, any person you wish.  

With more vouchers out there in multiple hands the donation to our LIF is bound to increase! You can even e-mail them 

and use them by displaying it on your smart phone!  


